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October
The month
of
Our Lady Of
The Rosary

The Rosary will
be recited daily
during the month
of October at the
Church Grotto after
the evening mass
“O Queen of the Holy
Rosary,
O bless us as we pray,
And offer thee our roses
In garlands day by day,
While from our Father’s
garden,
With loving hearts and
bold,
We gather to thine honor
Buds white and red and
gold. “

To see photographs &
details about these and
other parish events, log
on to stannebandra.
org or check out the
Facebook page
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From the Editor...
The Church in Bombay is in the midst of celebrating
the ‘Year of the Eucharist’ in commemoration of
the 50th Anniversary of the 38th International
Eucharistic Congress held in the year 1964 from
28th November to 6th December. It was attended
by Pope Paul VI along with many other
Bishops, Priests and lay faithful including
those from the other Christian Churches and
also other faiths.

proposed like the ‘relay’ of the Blessed Sacrament from one
parish to another, a video message from the Cardinal,
an exhibition on the Eucharistic Congress, special
Masses, Holy Hours, rallies for Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion and Altar Servers,
common celebrations of Baptism, First Holy
Communion, Confirmation, etc.
Let us participate wholeheartedly in these
activities and also in a personal way, take up
the challenge to improve our knowledge and
understanding of the Eucharist. May we all learn to
participate meaningfully at Mass and may the Most
Holy Eucharist truly be for us the spiritual
nourishment that we need to transform our
lives.
n
Fr. Leo

The ‘Year of the Eucharist’ is an invitation to all of
us to grow in our understanding of the Eucharist so as
celebrate it with reverence and faith and to be able
to derive from it the grace that flows from
the Paschal Mystery – i.e. the Death and
Resurrection of Jesus.
In the coming months, a number of initiatives have been

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER
Come November all roads will lead
to Goa for the decentennial exposition of the body of St.Francis
Xavier.

In July, 1547, he met a Japanese man called Anger (HanSir), and was aroused by the idea of introducing Christianity into Japan. He left for Japan in 1549 and landed at
Kagoshima on 15th August 1549. He spent an entire year
learning the Japanese language and translating the articles
of faith and short treatises to be used in preaching and catechizing. After working about two years and a half in Japan
he returned to Goa, arriving there at the beginning of 1552.

St. Francis was born in the Castle
of Xavier in Navarre on 7th April,
1506.
Francis Xavier went to Paris, where
he entered the collège de SainteBarbe and there he met St.Ignatius
of Loyola who was already planning the foundation of the
Society of Jesus.

Xavier turned his thoughts to China, and began to plan an
expedition there. In April, 1552, he left Goa and arrived in
a Portuguese vessel at the small island of Sancian near the
coast of China. While planning the best means for reaching
the mainland, he was taken ill, and as the movement of the
vessel seemed to aggravate his condition, he was removed
to the land, where a rude hut was built to shelter him. In
these wretched surroundings on the Island of Sancian near
the coast of China, on 2nd December, 1552 he breathed his
last.

After receiving the Holy Orders with St. Ignatius, in 1538
he went to Rome and did apostolic work. He took part in the
conferences with St. Ignatius and companions, to prepare
for the definitive foundation of the Society of Jesus.
On 7th April, 1541, he embarked in a sailing vessel for India,
and landed at Goa, on 6th May, 1542. He spent the first five
months in preaching and ministering to the sick in the hospitals. He would go through the streets ringing a little bell
and inviting the children to hear the word of God. He would
then take them to a church and there explain the catechism
to them.

It is truly a wonder that one man in the short span of ten
years could have visited so many countries, traversed so
many seas, preached the Gospel to so many nations, and
converted so many. His incomparable apostolic zeal and
the stupendous miracles which God wrought through him,
explain this marvel.

He started for the pearl fisheries of the extreme southern
coast of the peninsula, with a desire to restore Christianity.
He devoted almost 3 years preaching and converting many
of the people of Western India.

He was canonized with St. Ignatius in 1622.
The body of St. Francis is still enshrined at Goa and is kept
in a silver casket, elevated inside the Bom Jesus Basilica
and exposed (at ground level) generally every ten years. The
last exposition was held in 2004.

About January, 1546, Xavier went to Molucca Islands, and
for a year and a half he preached the Gospel there. St. Francis Xavier has been called the first Apostle of the Philippines
as it is said that he landed on the island of Mindanao.
AnneMater
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The XVII Solemn Exposition of the sacred relics will be
held from 22nd November 2014 to 4th January 2015.
~ Compiled by Felicity Rodrigues
Sep-Oct-Nov 2014

MARY AND YOU
From September ‘the Nativity of Our Blessed Mother’ to October ‘Our Lady of the Rosary’, to November ‘Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary’, to December ‘the feast of the Immaculate Conception’ and then into Christmas.......
It’s Mary all the way.
A poor little girl from Nazareth was the ultimate choice of a woman found by God, fit to be
the actual mother of His son and all His people. The gift of self was Mary’s response, “Be
it done to me_ _ _ _” This was a trust, a complete openness to God. Like Mary there is so
much that we do not understand, but as she, so we can also say ‘YES’ with confidence,
knowing that He will be with us and all will be well, and for all who love God- all things
will work for the good.
The angel has now gone. Mary could not have responded this way by herself, nor could we
have. The Holy Spirit came upon her and with his power it became possible.
We parents and grandparents find ourselves powerless to do all that we want to do for the ones we
love,
but we can turn to the One who loves them, even more than we do. This faith can preserve us from anxiety and fear.
Parents here have the choice to instil in their children serenity and courage that comes from faith and trust in God, or
anxiety and fear which they experience when they do not trust.
Mary’s initial ‘fiat’gave her the courage to stand by the cross with her son, as His Father willed. She stepped out into a
new role breaking convention. She is our Merciful Mother ready to remedy the difficulties and sorrows of her oppressed
children- this was her message in Mexico City in 1531, and continues to this day. Mary had also her questions and fears
as we have. Christ’s grace reached so deep into Mary that it healed her totally from the moment of her conception.
God has claimed humanity as his own. The greatest thing that He has given us, is our freedom, because therein lies the
power to love , to be like God , for God is love.
Mary is our mediatrix , our spokesperson before the divine.
-- Livy Fernandes. (to be continued) ( ref: Mary Today- Basil Pennington)

LADIES SODALITY
‘WALKING WITH MARY THROUGH 70 GLORIOUS YEARS’ was the theme of the nine-days novena by the
Ladies Sodality which celebrated it’s 70th Anniversary in St. Anne’s Parish.
In the absence of Fr. Clement, Spiritual Director, the Feast Mass was celebrated by Fr. Leon. It was preceded
by a 3 day Tridium from 12th to 14th August. During the Feast Mass, two new Members were admitted into the
Sodality and the Laying down of Office by the old Council and the Installation of the new Council took place.
This year instead of the statue of Our Lady, a beautiful painting of Our Lady of Assumption by Ann Aguiar, one
of the Sodalists, took centre place with the altar being decorated very tastefully by Ann and her team.
The celebration after Mass, at the Kiddies Korner, began with cutting of a beautifully decorated and delicious
cake, baked and offered for the function by Ophelia Gonsalves, our newly-elected Assistant Prefect. This was
followed by an enjoyable morning of fun and games ending with a sumptuous lunch.
Dr. Elaine Charles, the outgoing Prefect, thanked the members for their cooperation during her tenure.
The Office bearers for the years 2014 - 2016 are:
Prefect :

Felicity Rodrigues;

Secretary: Lily Castellino;
Treasurer: Marianne Fernandes;

Asstt Prefect: Ophelia Gonsalves
Asstt.Secretary: Louella Pereira
Asstt. Treasurer: Gracy Mendonca

Articles, anecdotes, poems, etc. for publication in the next issue of AnneMater for the months of Dec’14-Jan’15-Feb’15 (feast days and special occasions
during these months to be kept in mind) may be sent by e-mail to annematerbulletin@yahoo.com latest by the 15th of November 2014. The Editorial
Team reserves the right to choose what is published and to edit the matter that is chosen for publication.
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Christ in the Eucharist
A weekly renewal of the divinity that lives inside us

reminded of Christ’s supreme sacrifice.” On Day 3 of the
Novena to Our ady of the Mount, the priest made a point
that hit home for me, when he said, “People
have lost seriousness of the Eucharist but we
must treat it as a reminder that we are called
to be more like Jesus.”

Across ages and backgrounds, we’re all tremendously busy
people. Between our work/ studies and family,
friends, entertainment,exercise, hobbies and of
course, our problems, we have very little time
to analyze our actions and emotions. Even the
important ones.

I asked a child who said to me, “My teacher said
that it means Jesus doesn’t live only in the altar;
He goes with me everywhere and watches me
all the time.” A colleague enthusiastically told
me she now goes for Mass every Sunday. But
when I asked her about her experience with
Christ in the Eucharist she burst into peels of
laughter. Regaining her composure after a few minutes
she told me that the thought hadn’t struck her before and
that she would need to attend Mass a few more Sundays
before she could ponder on “something so deep.”

Young Church-goers will agree that their non
Church-goer friends often ask them what the
point of going to Mass every Sunday is. I’ve
heard some say “It gives me great peace,” or “An
hour of attending Mass is better than a whole
week of my mother nagging me” or “I appreciate the
silence.” My own answer for years has been, “God gave
you 24 hours a day multiplied by 7 days a week and you
cannot even spare an hour of that for him?” Fortunately,
all of us know exactly why we go for Mass. But while I went
around asking specifically about the experience of Christ
in the Eucharist (researching for this article) I realized that
perhaps for many of us, like several components of our
lives, our experience of Christ in the Eucharist remains
something that we fail to attach a great thought to, even
as we celebrate it with great devotion. It’s heartwarming
to see a packed Church, a clear indication that most of us
continue to be unfailing in our devotion to Eucharist every
weekend. Being tasked with putting this article together,
I was made aware that I too hadn’t for a very long time
pondered the actual significance of receiving Christ in the
Eucharist. I realized that, as a result, we are not claiming
the full benefit of what is offered to us at Mass.

Reflecting on my own experience with Christ in the
Eucharist, I realized that I see it as a promise that I am
supported by a Being much stronger than me and much
larger than the challenges that a cut-throat corporate
world brings me. On countless occasions I’ve found a
situation un-navigable while the simple solution tickles a
corner of my mind… only to strike me suddenly on my walk
home from Sunday Mass. For me I am given strength to
face Monday and the rest of the week.
That’s when I also saw the common thread in all our answers
- the fact that the Eucharist is an actual manifestation of
Jesus – week after week – in our lives. We have about two
months to go before the conclusion of the year that the
Archdiocese of Bombay has celebrated as the Year of the
Eucharist. I see it as a reminder to focus on and channel
this God-given gift so as to live happier lives as we were
intended to.

I did get some spontaneous answers. My mother, without
a moment’s hesitation said, “Every Eucharist I receive is
a personal encounter with Jesus. It is a reminder of the
Last Supper. That’s why he said ‘Do this in memory of me’.
I am given courage in the words of the Gospel. I am also

-- Contributed by Raynah Coutinho

St. Roque’s Feast - Thanksgiving by the Malla Community
The Malla community celebrated St Roque’s feast
day with the Eucharist at 7.00 pm on Saturday, 16th
Aug. (his actual Feast Day).

‘losing the game’! There were prizes for winning too!!
Nearly everyone present went home with a bar of
chocolate and a big smile on their faces.

This was followed by a small celebration in the Kiddies
Korner. It began with a prayer to St Roque imploring
him to intercede for the entire community & keep all
in good health.

After the Grace was said, a Chinese dinner and
dessert followed. The evening ended with everyone
forming a circle and singing ‘Bind us together’.
A big thank you to the organisers for a most enjoyable
evening.

Next on the agenda was an evening of fun and games
and the inevitable snacks and soft drinks. The games
were enjoyed by old and young alike with a lot of
Cadbury Chocolates being doled out as prizes for
AnneMater
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Letter from Bishop Dominic Savio Fernandes

ST.ANDREW’S ALL-BANDRA ZONAL CONTEST 2014
(The North-West Zone represented the parishes of St.
Anne, St. Vincent de Paul and a part of St. Andrew.)
Diligent and strenuous hours of practice in every category
brought many a win to St. Anne’s ; the children of our parish in particular need to be commended for their achievements. Heartiest Congratulations to all our winners and
performers. Thank you for a splendid month of excitement
and entertainment!
We, at St. Anne’s are proud and delighted to announce the
results:
OVERALL CHAMPIONS - NORTH WEST ZONE
•
•

Poster Competition – First Place ..Sasha D’Silva
Choral Group – First Place ( Lily Castellino , James
Miranda , Arden D’Souza, Rhea D’Souza, Deirdrie
Fernandes & Anne Castelino of our Parish had lent
their voices to the NorthWest Choral Group)
• Best Musical Zone – North-West Zone
• Zone with maximum number of Wins - North
West Zone
MUSIC: Vocal:
• Below 8 years - Third Place & The Rev. Fr. Cleophas Fernandes Trophy .. Chantel D’Souza
• (12-16 years) - Second Place .. Joanna Pinto
• Duets (under 14 years) - Third Place .. Gavin
Pereira (St.Anne’s) & Joshua Vaz (St.Andrew’s)
Instrumental:
• (8-12 years) - First Place .. Merrill Jean Saldanha
• (8-12years) - Second Place .. Sasha D’Silva
• (12-16years) - First Place & The Cyril D’Souza
Memorial Challenge Shield for best Performer
.. Marise Ann Saldanha
• (20+) - Second Place ..Jonathan Pinto
ELOCUTION
• (12-16) - First Place.. Naomi D’Souza
• (12-16) - Third Place..Nicole Pereira
DANCE
• Below 10 years DUOS - First Place .. Chantel D’Souza (St.Anne’s) & Adam Araujo (St.Andrew’s)
• (10-16 years) DUOS - Third Place..Kristen
Fernandes (St. Anne’s) & Nicole Araujo (St.Andrews)
• (16+)DUO.. First Place … Kimberley Pereira &
Aaron D’Silva (St.Anne’s)
• Below 10 years Group - First Place.. Brooke
D’Silva /Kiara Lopes / Jadyn DeFigueiredo/
Jayden Pereira (all St. Anne’s)
• (10-16 years) Group - First Place.. Shania
D’Penha/ Joanna Pinto/ Naomi D’Souza/ Nikita D’Lima/ Shanice D’Souza/ Alano Miranda/
Ashton Miranda /Gavin Pereira/Sasha D’Silva /
Chrisanne Gomes (all St. Anne’s)
~ Michele Lawrence, Parish Co-ordinator
AnneMater

Parish Records ~ June to September 2014
BAPTISMS
21st June – Zayn Ethan Fernandes, son of Larry and
Hycintha
6th July – Izaara Marie Holla, daughter of Vikram and
Kim
27th July – Erez Vitorino Mendes, son of Dean and
Malachi
7th September – Aaryan Vas, son of Darryl and
Chaital

FUNERALS
27th June – Phoebe Fonseca, aged 78 of Scheme
16th July – Roselyn D’Souza, aged 63 of Pali Pathar
22nd July – Melroy Nazareth, aged 73 of Scheme
23rd July – Delia Pereira, aged 79 of Malla
21st August – Eunan D’Sylva, aged 84 of Scheme
25th August – Cyril Francis, aged 68 of Scheme
3rd September – Rosey Ferreira, aged 83 of Scheme
4th September – July D’Souza, aged 85 of Scheme
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My Faith - God’s design for Sex v/s Pre-marital
Even though we live in a sex-saturated society, hardly anyone spends time thinking about the
meaning and purpose of sex. How often do we ask:
What did God have in mind when he implanted a
sexual faculty in the human person?
According to Catholic
Tradition, God had a
twofold purpose,
namely,
the
continuation
of the human
race and the
strengthening of the
love bond
between
the man and
the woman
– husband
and wife –
so that they
could raise
their child /
children in a
loving environment. We might
add that in the
language of love, intercourse is the way husband
and wife says to each other: “I give myself totally to
you. I am committed to our relationship and if God
blessed us with a child, I will be here to love and
raise that child with you”. The church believes that
the best context for that kind of relationship is marriage. As much as they might like to do so, no couple can rewrite the meaning of sexual intercourse.
It is tied to committed love – The love that creates
new life.
The challenge for those who are not married is to
find appropriate and just ways of expressing what
their relationship means. The “100 ways of doing it
is without having sex”, the real charge comes from
connecting, being intimate, “at one” with another
person. We are made for love, by love, to love and
unto love. There are many ways that better help us
connect. Waiting until one is married really does
express the sacredness and specialness of giving
totally one to another, body and soul.
-- Contributed by Neelam Ennargurti

Saint of the month - St.Francis of Assisi
Be a lover of all creation like St. Francis of Assisi
After a wild youth and a brief
career as a soldier, Francis had
a conversion experience that
inspired him to renounce his
family’s wealth and devote his
life to God.
His dedication to poverty,
humility, obedience, patience,
and compassion attracted
many followers Francis’ deep love of God overflowed
into love for all God’s creatures—expressed not only
in his tender care of lepers but also in his prayers
of thanksgiving for creation, his sermons preached
to animals, and his insistence that all creatures are
brothers and sisters under God. St. Francis of Assisi
could communicate with animals and felt at one with
all creation.
Spiritual Fitness Advise– Rosary – If you pray the rosary, or at least a part of a rosary, each day, you will find
the peace, the wisdom and the strength that God wants
you to have as his disciples. If you are not accustomed
to praying the rosary, then begin by saying one in a
week. Remember it is not the multiplicity
of words, of prayers – God looks for the
intention of the heart.
DID YOU KNOW?
Genesis never says Adam and Eve ate an
apple, only that they ate fruit.

Years of education, handling complex issues, yet
we take a while standing
before the glass doors
thinking whether to
PUSH or PULL!!
AnneMater
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CONGRATULATIONS!!

The LEGION OF MARY - EXHIBITION
The Legion of Mary …Star of the Sea Mumbai Senatus
is organising an EXHIBITION about “THE LEGION” on
the 26th October 2014 from 10am to 4pm
at St. Pius X Seminary, Main Hall, Goregaon East, Mumbai.
His Lordship Bishop John Rodrigues will celebrate the
Eucharist at 10am followed by the Inauguration Ceremony of
the Exhibition showcasing the Legion Antiques & Creative
Work of the Legionaries from all over the Archdiocese of
Mumbai.
COME ONE COME ALL
COME EXPERIENCE
THE LEGION WAY OF LIFE
ALL ARE INVITED

Happy Birthday, Blessed Mother!
The birthday of Mother Mary celebrated on September 8,
2014 was preceded by the nine day Novena with themes that
focused on Mary’s virtues and her relation to
Jesus and the Church. The children brought
different items to be offered like sugar, biscuits,
dal, books, pencils/ pens, hand towels, etc.
Thanks to generous donors/sponsors, after
every Mass sweets and snacks were given to
all the children.
The feast Mass was celebrated by Fr. Leon,
whose homily focused on Mother Mary’s
virtues, her role in our families and the
importance of treating the girl child with love
and dignity as the Birthday of Mother Mary
is celebrated as “THE DAY OF THE GIRL
CHILD”.
After the Mass, cake was distributed to all
the parishioners and all the children received
snacks and sweets which were generously donated by a few
parishioners.
We have 2 wonderful kids who have shared their experiences
during the Novenas.

RAFAEL
JOSEPH
won
1st
prize under
8 category
in the 67th
I N T E R
SCHOOL
ELOCUTION COMPETITION held by
the BANDRA GYMKHANA on
the 23rd of August 2014, in
which 26 schools from all over
Mumbai participated. Rafael
belongs to Learners’ Academy
school, Bandra west. He recited
the poem “THE TUMMY BEAST”
by ROALD DAHL.

“I attended all the days of novena, apart from praying I also
love giving to the poor. I am happy that I had an opportunity
to offer something or the other in these 9 days
to the kids who are under privileged” – Myron
D’Sa – II Std.
“This is my third year attending the Novena.
I have a great devotion to Mother Mary and I
believe that through her powerful intercession
my prayers will be granted. I also feel Mother
Mary loves all her children equally” – Carissa
- V Std.
The Blessed Virgin occupies a unique place
in the history of salvation, and she has the
highest mission ever commended to anyone.
We rejoice that the Mother of God is our
Mother, too. Let us often call upon the Blessed
Virgin as “Cause of our joy” - one of the most
beautiful titles in her litany.
“I no longer have a heart; I gave it to Jesus’ Mom.” ~ St.
Gemma Galgani
-- Contributed by Neelam Ennargurti

MASS SCHEDULE

OTHER TIMINGS

Weekdays : 6.00 a.m., 6.45 a.m.
7.00 p.m.

Confessions		
: Every Saturday at 6.30 p.m. or on request
Baptisms		
: 2nd & 4th Saturday at 5.30 p.m.
Good News Club
: After the 8.00 a.m. Mass
(Sunday School)
Church Office 		
: 9.00 a.m. - 12.00 noon & 5.00 p.m. - 7.00 p.m.
Tel: 26481923 • E-Mail: stannechurch1950@gmail.com • Web: stannechurchbandra.org

Sundays : 6.30 a.m., 8.00 a.m.
9.15 a.m., 6.00 p.m.
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