We car e. We shar e.

PALI HILL

ST. ANNE’S CHURCH

AnneMater

Parish Bulletin of St. Anne Church, Bandra • Dec-Jan-Feb 2015 • VOL. XV No. 1
(for private circulation)
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that is United,
Caring and Witnessing”
PARISH
VISION STATEMENT

YEAR OF
CONSECRATED LIFE
From the Parish Priest...

to feel I am part of the well-heeled crowd. The
latest gadgets are a must if I have to keep in touch
with the world. Fasting is diametrically opposed
to this way of life. I learn that survival depends on
how much sustenance I draw from God’s Word
and His Eucharist. I begin to live a healthy life
because I shed my dependence on useless things
and focus on the essentials – the Word of God, the
Sacraments, Charity. Encouraging children and
youth to give up things that they feel they cannot
do without – games, sweets, mobile phones, play
stations, the internet will surely allow them to
use the time spent on these gadgets to be better
members of the family. Adults to set an example.

The season of Lent will soon be upon us as we
prepare to celebrate Ash Wednesday on February
18, 2015. Lent is a time of purification, a moment for
retrospection, an opportunity to shed those elements
which prove obstacles to a life of grace.
The holy palms which were blessed on Palm Sunday of
the previous year are burnt to ash and this is blessed
and used to mark our foreheads. The use of ash is an
ancient form of repentance and accompanying prayer
reminds us that we are nothing: ‘Remember man that
thou art dust and unto dust thou shalt return’. The
Church also uses another prayer: ‘Repent and believe
in the Gospel.’ Both remind us of the need to give up
our sinful ways and return to the Lord. So how do I
do this?
There are three ways in which I need to prepare myself
for this holy time: Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving.
∗

∗

Prayer: I am connected with God through my
prayer life. If I do not already have one – it is
imperative that I begin one immediately. This
enables me to unite myself with the Lord, my
sustainer, my provider, my defence. I need Him to
live! The Lord is my only means of survival. Prayer
offers me a chance to recharge my soul; I begin by
communicating with God – I listen to Him speak
to me. I shut out the din of the media and I enjoy
the silence of my heart … and I rediscover the joy
of God’s presence in my soul. I grow in strength
through offering Him my joys and sorrows, my
failures and successes, my all – and in return He
offers me the grace to walk along His Way, His
Spirit to guide me. The choices I make are a result
of a life of obedience to His will. Family prayer is
an excellent way of involving all the members of
my family in making Lent a special time for the
Lord.
Fasting: I live in a world that orders me to conform.
I must have the best foods in order to live well,
the best clothes in order to be noticed, the best
car to get ‘there’ ahead of others, the best house

∗

Almsgiving: Charity is an essential part of being
Christian. If I cannot give what I have to the poor
can I dare to say I follow Christ…? To His disciples
who asked Him to send the crowds away lest they
die of hunger, He said, “Give them something
to eat yourselves!” The fear we have is that if
we begin to share we will not have enough for
ourselves, especially in times of difficulty or
that people will take advantage of our kindness
or that we will be encouraging poverty in the
needy. Almsgiving flows from Christ Himself who
commended the widow’s generosity in giving
her ‘all.’ I grow strong by sharing my self and
my resources with the needy, whom I recognize
as a means to grow closer to God and not as a
nuisance. Even better is an attitude that says that
everything belongs to God. Thus I am only giving
to my brothers and sisters what was given to me
by God in order to be shared with them.

May the words of the prophet Joel which we use on
Ash Wednesday inspire our Lenten observance –
“Even now,” declares the Lord, return to me with
all your heart, with fasting and weeping and
mourning.” Rend your heart and not your garments.
Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love,
and he relents from sending calamity. Who knows?
He may turn and relent and leave behind a blessing.”
		
[Joel 2, 12 – 14b]
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Objectives:
1. To make
a grateful
remembrance
of the recent
past.
2. To embrace
the future
with hope.
3. To live the
present with
passion.
Prayer
That in this
year dedicated
to consecrated
life, religious men
and women may
rediscover the joy
of following Christ
and strive to serve
the poor with zeal.
To see photographs &
details about these and
other parish events, log
on to stannebandra.
org or check out the
Facebook page
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Our Walk with Jesus
Being born and brought up as Catholics,
we attended Church, went to Novenas and

Meena and I felt we were in good shape since
followed all the rituals.

We were invited to a meeting of Christian
businessmen and being in business myself, I went expecting to further my
contacts. This meeting however turned
out to be different. These men spoke of
their personal relationship with Jesus and
how He transformed their lives. At the end
of the meeting was a call for prayer. We
went up to a Jesuit priest known to us. He
asked me a question, “Do you have a personal
relationship with Jesus?”. I honestly could not say
yes. He asked me if I would like to have and build
on that relationship, to which I said ‘Yes’. He prayed with me, as I asked Jesus to come into and take over my life. He also
prayed for the in filling of the Holy Spirit.
Our lives started changing. The Bible, which gathered dust on the bookshelf now became a must-read and study. There came
a hunger for the Word of God. We next got our children into a relationship with Jesus and explained and exposed them to the
Word of God.
As we now look back over the years we can only say, ‘Oh Lord, how Great You are!’ We have seen the hand and presence of
Jesus through our ups-and-downs. He has been with us, comforted us, guided us, delivered us and protected us from the traps
and pitfalls in our everyday lives. As we have endeavoured to walk according to His word and use His word in difficult situations, we have experienced His peace, comfort and deliverance.
As we look back we realise that without Jesus we would be in the wilderness. I would encourage each one of you reading this,
to make Jesus your personal Lord and Saviour. You will never regret it.
												-- Ralph Murzello
MARY AND YOU
Just as Mary’s “Yes” gave the Father the support and co-operation necessary to follow His plan, so did Jesus’ total “Yes” expressed from a human heart open the way to divine life for the human race.
On Calvary the one chosen by God as His mother stood by his side. Similarly at Mass, the
memorial of Calvary, we can consciously say our “Yes”, with the “Yes” of Jesus and Mary
– the moment at which the divine love flows through us into the rest of the human family.
Our Creator is never away from us, leaving us as a job ‘completed’. At every moment He
is sharing His being, His goodness, His life with us. God wills that His life in turn flows
from Christ through Mary and from Mary to us, and from us into the rest of humanity. In
His Jewish mother’s heart she shared all the anguish that her Son experienced and like
Mary when in anguish we need to ponder. “Father, why must this be so?”
At Cana, Jesus does not so much listen to the words of Mary, as he listens to the heart. Mary in her life had to face her child’s
mission to challenge an entrenched power (these were the Herodians, Pharisees, the Romans and others), but never failed her Son.
Can any other parent feel the same.
Mary exhorts us at Fatima and Medjurgonje to pray the Rosary daily. The common way to pray the Rosary is to just rest in the
presence of the mysteries, in the loving presence.
Today we are confronted with a generation without beads as Basil Pennington said. In the Phillipines, inspired by Fr.Patrick
Peyton – women armed with the rosary faced the might of tanks and won. This is where Mary shows us where to find strength
and consolation.
God did become human, so that we humans may become God......and so we have Christmas.
										~ Livy Fernandes
NOTICE - THE BOMBAY CATHOLIC SABHA
Our parish had lost its Social and Political arm for the last 4 to 5 years. In view of the present scenario in our country, it is
absolutely necessary, to express our views or remain a silent church.
All those interested (especially the youth); please give your names, with suggestions; if any, and mobile numbers, to any of
the parish priests or to Mr. Livy Fernandes (9619918344), by the end of Jan’2015.
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St. Gonsalo Garcia
The first Indian to attain sainthood, Gonsalo Garcia, was born in the western coastal town of
Vasai, in 1556. His father was a Portuguese soldier and his mother an Indian from Karnataka.
Gonsalo Garcia studied at the Jesuit school of Bassein Fort and helped in the ‘Church of the
Holy Name (now known as St. Gonsalo Garcia Church)’. Here he came into contact with Fr.
Sebastião Gonsalves who became his friend and guide.
In 1572 Fr. Sebastian decided to leave for missionary work in Japan and permitted Gonsalo
to accompany him. During the course of his voyage Gonsalo Garcia learned the Japanese
language with the help of a Japanese person on board the ship. He was selected as a catechist
by the Jesuit missionaries. By his amiable disposition and fluency of the language, he soon
became a favourite with the Japanese. He served them faithfully as a catechist for eight years.
Meantime, he had expressed a desire to join the Jesuit Order but because of his Indian origin
was denied entry in the Society of Jesus.
Gonsalo Garcia went to another city named Alacao. There he established himself as a merchant.
His business expanded and flourished and brought him into contact with all ranks of Japanese society, but he retained his
spirit of piety and Christian zeal. Later he decided to become a Franciscan Friar and was accepted into the Franciscan Order
and became a missionary at Manila (Philippines). In Manila, he met Fr. Peter Baptista who was delegated as a missionary
to Japan by the Spanish King. As Fr. Baptista did not know the Japanese language, Gonsalo Gracia was selected as his
translator as well as his companion. The missionaries left Manila on 21 May 1593 and reached Hirado, a harbour in Japan on
8th July 1593.
The Japanese appreciated the simple way of living adopted by the Franciscan missionaries. This helped them to convert
many and slowly Japan became the great centre of evangelization for the Franciscan missionaries. However, because of their
success the Buddhist religious leaders became their arch enemies. During this time the ill-fated Spanish ship ‘San Felipe’
laden with gold and silver was driven by a terrible storm to the coast of Japan where it anchored at Urado. The captain of
the ship boasted that the Spanish King had captured many countries and had sent the missionaries to instigate the people
against their ruler. This infuriated the Japanese King and he issued orders to arrest and execute all missionaries in Japan. Fr.
Peter Baptista, Gonsalo Garcia and others were arrested and sentenced to death. They reached Nagasaki from Kyoto on 4th
February 1597 where they were crucified.
Gonsalo's memory is kept alive with a college named after him in Vasai. He is the patron saint of the Vasai diocese and a feast
is held to celebrate his day of birth on 5th February.
												
~ Felicity Rodrigues
Addendum to ST.ANDREW’S
ALL-BANDRA ZONAL CONTEST
2014
CONGRATULATIONS!
Poster Competition - Third Place ..
Nimesh Cardoz
Choral Group - First Place ..
Pratap Kollampadical

If
it does not
challenge you, it
won’t change you.
Articles, anecdotes, poems, etc. for publication in the next issue of AnneMater for the months of Mar-Apr-May 2015 (feast days and special occasions
during these months to be kept in mind) may be sent by e-mail to annematerbulletin@yahoo.com latest by the 20th of February 2015. The Editorial
Team reserves the right to choose what is published and to edit the matter that is chosen for publication.
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The Holy Family and the Church
The devotion to the Holy Family was born in
The Feast of the Holy Family falls on the

Bethlehem, together with the Baby Jesus.
first Sunday after Christmas.

In recent times, the Catholic Church has
this feast with the hope that it might instill
faithful love and the devoted attachment
The primary purpose is to present the Holy
Christian families.

taken effort to promote the observance of
into Christian families something of the
that characterize the family of Nazareth.
Family as the model and exemplar of all

We can go further to affirm that in a certain sense
Christ, Himself, was the first devotee of His family.
He showed His devotion to His mother and foster father by submitting Himself, with infinite humility, to the duty
of filial obedience towards them. Looking at the Holy Family, we see the love, the protection, and the diligent
care that they gave to the Redeemer. We cannot fail to feel uneasiness for the times in which we have not
rendered the appropriate care and attention to the Blessed Eucharist. We can only ask the Lord, through the
intersession of the Holy Family of Nazareth, for a greater love for their Son Incarnate, who has decided to remain here on earth with us every day until the end of time.
Consequently, the liturgical feast of the Holy Family speaks to us of the fond and loving care that we must render to the Body of Christ. We can understand this in a mystical sense, as guardians of the Church, and also in
the Eucharistic sense. Mary and Joseph took great care of Jesus’ physical body. Following their example, we
can and must take great care of His Mystical Body, the Church, and the Eucharist which He has entrusted to us.
												

~ Anusuya John

Parish Records ~ November to December 2014
BAPTISMS

FUNERALS

21st November – Shane Fernandes, son of Schubert and
Vanessa

18th September – Benito Bestonso of Scheme, aged 87
1st October – Damian Gomes of Scheme, aged 70

16 December – Skylah Jeanelle Ananthram, daughter of
Vijay and Sharon
th

4th October – Krislyn Andrades of Rajan, aged 46
9th October – Sebastian Fernandes of Pali Pathar, aged 53

MARRIAGES

17th October – George Pillai of Malla, aged 61

19th October – Ashwin Fernandes and Bridget Doraiswamy

25th October – Doris D’Souza of Scheme, aged 83

22nd November – Sandeep Gonsalves and Sarah Shaikh

23rd October – Analia Mascarenhas of Scheme, aged 72

29th November – Neil Francis and Tia Lazarus

2nd November – Anthony Miranda of Rajan, aged 58

30th November – Brian Fonseca and Genevieve Reilly

14th November – Joseph Fonseca of Rajan, aged 90

6th December – Allen Fernandes and Lynette D’Souza

22nd November – Marie Murzello of Rajan, aged 90

14th December – Renford Dias and Tania D’Sa

12th December – Fernanda D’Lima of Scheme, aged 98

20th December – Elias Omar and Anisa Shelar

13th December – Robert DeSa of Scheme, aged 90

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in
suffering, persevere in prayer.”
(Romans 12:12)

21st December – Kevin Dass and Flinta Andrares
27th December – Nihal Cardoz and Avis Furtado
AnneMater
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ESSENCE of christmas
The best Christmases live down memory
lane. Let us re-visit them

I asked a few people this very question and
everyone seemed to go back to their childhood
Christmases. And there lay the answer! When
we were children we were pretty clear on it –
‘special’ meant that Santa Claus would bring us
a very nice present; if we were good of course.
And maybe if we were lucky we would even
catch sight of him when he came over to drop
off his generous consignment. It meant a great,
big delicious family meal where all our family
members came together and we had a ball of a time with the
other kids. But of course, we grew up and came to find that
Santa doesn’t exist. And then we hastily unlearned the whole
exercise.

I read a book about a man called Lou who was
very difficult to buy gifts for because he had
everything and more. Everything that is, except
time for family, friends and fun activities that
were now only memories from his youth. Just
before Christmas he is gifted the one thing that
he didn’t have – time. The story took a turn for
the extraordinary with the “gift of time” playing out as a
second him, or a clone so that he could be at work and at home
at the same time and with the reason for this extraordinary
gift being that he truly needs the extra time because this
Christmas will be his last. The heart-breaking tale went on to
detail that he found the simplest Christmas of his life, spent
in the in the company of friends and family, frolicking by
a lake running alongside his home, was his life’s richest.
Critics applauded the author for using an outlandish tale to
reiterate a simple, eternal message. “Christmas is about the
finer things in life.” And while grumbled murmurs about how
“People today have forgotten the essence of Christmas,” are
common, perhaps people are simply trying to find their own
special understanding of Christmas.

And yet there is something about those childhood Christmases
that was most sublime. Maybe it is time to revisit this
simplistic, child-like understanding of Christmas in order to
feel the same way about it.
Santa Claus may not exist and as grown-ups, we may be
in a better position to purchase everything tangible on our
wishlists. But what being a Christian teaches us is that there
is someone equally generous, who is in a very good position
to offer us the intangibles on our wishlists. He too, would
like us to have been “good” but the great thing about growing
up is that grey areas start to exist and in this case it means
that He gives us this grey area - he is willing to present us
with our intangibles, even if we all we do is ask nicely and
sincerely try to be better human beings. And he will let us feel
his presence if just like our childhood avatars, we are awake
to his presence and existence. And it is certainly about the
joy of shared moments with family, as long as we are sure to
fill these moments with the same pure sentiments, the same
simple expectations that we had before we unlearned them.
Why family? Because it is logical – we celebrate life on our
birthdays, love on Valentine’s Day, friendship on Friendship
Day, freedom on Independence Day, our home - Mother
Earth - on Environment Day and therefore on the day that
Jesus the God, became Jesus the man by partaking in a human
family; wouldn’t the essence be in celebrating the families
chosen for us?
					-- Raynah Coutinho

From everyday encounters, I have to argue that everyone
acknowledges in some way or the other that Christmas is
special. On my way to the office I hear groups of college-goers
or work-goers on the phone with family/friends discussing
how they will collectively celebrate Christmas. Discussions
are often punctuated with, “But we do that all the time. It’s
Christmas; let’s do something special.”
Maybe it is the definition of special that truly calls for
introspection. Does special mean a great menu? Or does it have
to do with excellent clothes? Is it about a great celebration?
Should this celebration be with friends or with family? Does it
entail home-made sweets that trump everybody else’s? Does
it mean Midnight Mass? Putting up decorations? Setting up
a crib?
Most importantly, have all our various experiments with
assorted definitions of ‘special’ reaped for us a truly magical
Christmas?

Saints Scholastica and Benedict were twins born in central Italy in the year 480. For many
years, their parents had begged God to send them children and when at last Benedict and
10th February
Scholastica were born, their parents cherished them and raised them well.
Scholastica was a friendly, intelligent girl. She promised herself to Jesus when she was
still very young. After her parents died, she went to visit her brother Benedict who had already left home and had become the
founder of the Benedictine order.
St. Benedict realizing that Scholastica and other young women wanted to become nuns, helped them to start a monastery
for women
Once a year Benedict visited his sister and spent the day with her. On one of his visits, when he rose to leave, Scholastica
begged him to stay longer. When Benedict said he could not stay longer, Scholastica quietly bowed her head and begged the
Lord to prolong her brother's visit. Suddenly, a storm arose and Benedict was unable to leave. He stayed and they talked all
through the night. They spoke of the goodness of God and the happiness of the saints in heaven.
Not long after, Scholastica passed away. She died in 547.							
~ Felicity

St.Scholastica
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New Year! New YOU!!
S-t-r-e-t-c-h your Soul for 10 minutes a day

It’s a New Year, and time to get cracking on those resolutions. In addition to those vows to exercise regularly, eat
better, save money, get organized, and call Mom more often, make room on your list for one more improvement:
SPIRITUAL GROWTH.
1. Make time for Jesus - Seems simple, but the reality is, we forget that he needs to be a priority. Try giving Jesus the best hours
of your day, not just the sleepy-eyed, dozing off into dreamland,
very few seconds of gratitude. Going from that state of mind to
5 minutes of Morning Prayer can significantly satisfy the soul.
2. Frequent the Sacraments - Daily Mass and Reconciliation are
a must in the midst of our busy schedules. One daily Mass a
week can offer quite a boost. To get the most out of Mass, clean
your house before inviting the most important guest in—go to
Reconciliation.
3. Daily rosary - If you already pray the joyful mysteries on
Mondays and Saturdays, the sorrowful mysteries on Tuesdays
and Fridays, the glorious mysteries on Wednesdays and Sundays, and the luminous mysteries on Thursdays, congratulations. If you’re head is still swimming from that last sentence,
there’s no harm in starting slow.
4. Give gratefully - Giving your time, talents, and treasure in
ways that aren’t just to support your own ministry can help
boost your heart for some healthy living. Visit a convalescent
home, drop off clothing items to those in need, or give more
time to your family. Give where you know you need to give, and
do it with an attitude of gratitude.
				~ Neelam Ennarguti

Q - Who was the
greatest financier in
the Bible?
A - NOAH; he was
floating
his
stock
while everyone was in
liquidation
AnneMater

Modesty v/s Immodesty
Whether a woman realizes it or not, the way she dresses
has an extraordinary ability to help shape a man into a gentleman or into a beast. Her clothes and demeanor send out
an unspoken invitation for men to treat her the way she
looks. In order to appreciate the influence that women have
on men, females must first realize that males are very visual creatures. This is partly because of how their minds work,
but it is also because women possess great beauty.
With this great gift of feminine beauty comes a corresponding responsibility for how it is used. If a woman chooses to
expose the beauty of her body to strangers, she will indeed
receive stares. An immodest outfit will attract a man to a
woman’s body, but it will also distract him from seeing her
as a person.
Modesty invites men to realize that women have more to offer than just their bodies. Because the beauty of the woman
can be intoxicating to a man, he may find it difficult to see
beyond it. When the woman veils her body with modest
clothing, she is revealing her dignity to them. As a result,
the man is free to take her seriously as a woman.
When a girl puts on a belly-button-showing, spaghetti-strap
shirt, she is not thinking about leading men to sin. She’s
probably thinking, “That’s a cute top, and it will look perfect
with my shoes.” But girls are called to adopt the attitude
of Saint Paul, and live in a way that does not cause your
brothers to stumble (Rom. 14:21). Therefore, use this rule
of thumb when you’re trying on clothes: If your inner voice
is asking, “Is this too short?” or “Is this look too tight?” listen
to it. It has already answered your question.
A woman who is honest will wear clothing that reflects her
intentions. For this reason, modesty is not only about what
you wear. It is a virtue that influences everything from the
way you dance to the conversations you have. Because
of your tremendous worth, only reveal yourself to your
husband. Imagine how the world would be transformed if
women embraced such a calling from God!
						
-- Neelam
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Carols By Candlelight
21st December 2014

MASS SCHEDULE

OTHER TIMINGS

Weekdays : 6.00 a.m., 6.45 a.m.
7.00 p.m.

Confessions		
: Every Saturday at 6.30 p.m. or on request
Baptisms		
: 2nd & 4th Saturday at 5.30 p.m.
Good News Club
: After the 8.00 a.m. Mass
(Sunday School)
Church Office 		
: 9.00 a.m. - 12.00 noon & 5.00 p.m. - 7.00 p.m.
Tel: 26481923 • E-Mail: stannechurch1950@gmail.com • Web: stannechurchbandra.org

Sundays : 6.30 a.m., 8.00 a.m.
9.15 a.m., 6.00 p.m.
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