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EXCERPTS FROM THE INTRODUCTION TO THE ENCYCLICAL LETTER
‘LAUDATO SI’ WRITTEN BY POPE FRANCIS ON 24th MAY 2015
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME
No. 1 – “Laudato si’, mi’ Signore” – “Praise be to you, my Lord”. In
the words of this beautiful canticle, Saint Francis of Assisi reminds us
that our common home is like a sister with whom we share our life and
a beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us. “Praise be to you,
my Lord, through our Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains and governs
us, and who produces various fruit with coloured flowers and herbs.”
No. 10 – I do not want to write this Encyclical without turning to that
attractive and compelling figure, whose name I took as my guide and
inspiration when I was elected Bishop of Rome. I believe that Saint
Francis is the example par excellence of care for
the vulnerable and of an integral ecology lived out joyfully and authentically.
He is the patron saint of all who study and work in the area of ecology, and
he is also much loved by non-Christians. He was particularly concerned for
God’s creation and for the poor and outcast. He loved, and was deeply loved
for his joy, his generous self-giving, his openheartedness. He was a mystic and
a pilgrim who lived in simplicity and in wonderful harmony with God, with
others, with nature and with himself. He shows us just how inseparable the bond
is between concern for nature, justice for the poor, commitment to society, and
interior peace.
No. 13 – Humanity still has the ability to work together in building our common home. Here I want to
recognize, encourage and thank all those striving in countless ways to guarantee the protection of the
home which we share. Particular appreciation is owed to those who tirelessly seek to resolve the tragic
effects of environmental degradation on the lives of the worlds poorest. Young people demand change.
They wonder how anyone can claim to be building a better future without thinking of the environmental
crisis and the sufferings of the excluded.
No. 14 – I urgently appeal, then, for a new dialogue about how we are shaping the future of our
planet. We need a conversation which includes everyone, since the environmental challenge we are
undergoing, and its human roots, concern and affect us all. The worldwide ecological movement has
already made considerable progress and led to the establishment of numerous organizations committed
to raising awareness of these challenges. Regrettably, many efforts to seek concrete solutions to the
environmental crisis have proved ineffective, not only because of powerful opposition but also because
of a more general lack of interest. Obstructionist attitudes, even on the part of believers, can range from
denial of the problem to indifference, nonchalant resignation or blind confidence in technical solutions.
We require a new and universal solidarity. As the bishops of Southern Africa have stated: “Everyone’s
talents and involvement are needed to redress the damage caused by human abuse of God’s creation”.
All of us can cooperate as instruments of God for the care of creation, each according to his or her own
culture, experience, involvements and talents.
No. 15 – It is my hope that this Encyclical Letter, which is now added to the body of the Church’s social
teaching, can help us to acknowledge the appeal, immensity and urgency of the challenge we face.

The
Parish Fathers
Wish
You All
A
Happy Feast!
May Sts. Anne &
Joachim bless our parish
family.
“Anne
is
the
glorious tree from which
bloomed a twig under
Divine influence. She
is the sublime heaven
from whose heights the
Star of the Sea neared
its rising. She is the
blessed barren woman,
happy mother among
mothers, from whose
pure womb came forth
the shining temple of
God, the sanctuary of
the Holy Ghost, the
Mother of God!”
- St. Jerome

The Malla families assembled every day in the month of May which is dedicated
to our Lady to pray the rosary and sing Marian hymns at the Malla cross. We prayed
for our families , neighbours, deceased members and for various intentions. A short
reflection on each decade was read out. The turnout was far better than last year.
Many lingered on for a while to chat and joke with each other. This gave a sense of
loving our neighbours as ourselves.
On the last day, Brian and team, decorated the cross with lights and flowers and
candles. The Rosary was recited and after the Rosary we met at Irys Lawrence’s
lawns where we feasted on the goodies brought in by the families. Mallalites enjoyed
communicating and meeting each other. We thank Irys Lawrence for providing us
her lawns for various church activities. We also thank Brian D’Cruz (Bunty) for taking
utmost care to see that the cross is kept clean and more important, his expertise
in lighting up the cross
whenever needed. We
also thank all our donors / sponsors who contributed
in cash and kind and last but not the least Michelle
for her efforts to get the flowers for the decoration of
the cross .
We look forward for more Mallalites to come and
pray together and mingle together as one family in
the months of May and October.
					~ Ida Ferreira
Mary Help of Christians
The Rosary/ An Intercession
The residents of St.Anne’s Church road, Sherly;
decided in their concern for the persecution of
minorities especially Christians to intercede with
Mary Our Mother.
The adults together with the children meet every
Tuesday evening at the church grotto to recite the
pray most loved by Our Mother – The Rosary. They
had a short fellowship at the end of the month of May.
The group that assembled also decided to continue
this practice during the year.
					-- A resident
AnneMater

POPE TWEETS...
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Synod of Bishops on the Family - 2015
ope Francis has announced an Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for October 4th-25th, 2015 on topics
related to the family and evangelization.
The theme: “The vocation and mission of the family in the church and the modern world.”

P

In preparation for the synod, the Vatican has sent the world’s Catholic bishops conferences a list of questions about family,
marriage and sexuality. Our parish, along with parishes worldwide have filled this questionnaire; which will serve as the basis
for the synod’s working document.
The role of ‘A Synod of Bishops’ is to make recommendations to the pope, which this meeting is expected to do on a wide
range of matters pertaining to family life.
The 2014 synod began pondering over lots of family issues, many of which proved non-controversial — the need for the
Church to do a better job of supporting faithful married couples, for instance, and the desirability of greater social investment
in families.
However, there was also fierce debate over three issues:
• How welcoming should the Church be to gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people?
• How positive should the Church be about “irregular” relationships, such as living together without being married?
• Should divorced Catholics who remarry without first getting an annulment be able to receive Communion?
Based on the personalities now set to take part in the 2015 summit, the range of opinion that will be in the room on those
issues appears fairly wide.
Pope Francis has not yet indicated how long after the close of the synod he plans to wait before making a decision on these
matters, and presumably the interval will depend to some extent on what he hears over those three weeks.
											~ Marion D’Sylva
SENIORS’ ANNUAL THANKSGIVING MASS
The Seniors’ Club offered their Annual Thanksgiving Mass at 6 pm on 26th April 2015.
They actively participated in the various parts of the Mass as Lectors, Psalm singer,
announcers, and Eucharistic Ministers. A get-together followed immediately after Mass
in the Kiddies Korner.
In keeping with tradition the evening began with the cutting of the cake by the seniormost member of the Club, acting as Chief Guest. Mr. Martin D’Souza from the Ambedkar Road
zone who celebrated his ninety-third birthday in May was the Chief Guest who cut the cake to
the hearty applause of all present. In his speech that followed, Martin expressed his joy at being a
member of the Club and thanked everyone for honouring him as the Chief Guest.
Then followed a series of games, some action games, and others mental ones to give the oldies a
chance to exercise their grey cells. The musical game took them back through the years as they
tried to match the song with the displayed visual. Jordan D’Silva and his team were on hand with
rounds of snacks and soft drink to satisfy our gastronomical urges. By 9:15 pm Fr. Leon led us all
into grace before dinner and there was a ‘charge of the Seniors’ Brigade’ to the buffet table for a
sumptuous dinner and dessert.
Our thanks go out to Jordan for his excellent catering, to Kenny Aguiar for the music of yesteryear and every member who attended for making the evening enjoyable. God bless the Seniors’
Club.
											- Melville Mendonca
To see photographs & details about any parish events, log on to stannebandra.org or check out the Facebook page
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A Celebration of Family Life – St. Anne and St. Joachim
The Vatican is making news again. This time because Pope
Francis has called for a Synod of Bishops in October with
a focus on family. This focus couldn’t be more perfect as
our Parish begins preparations for our Parish Feast and a
celebration of family life, this month.

grievances to God? Do we keep the dialogue going with this
important family member?
If we see God as a family member rather than as a puppetmaster, we might feel more comfortable engaging in dialogue
with Him.
Second – that they kept their faith even amidst trying
circumstances… And this is perhaps related to the fact that
they sustained their dialogue with God.

Marriage is not a social rite
Pope Francis reminded Christians that marriage is more than
a social rite. He explained that contemporary society has
‘devalued’ the sacrament by turning it into a social rite.
“The family is being hit, the family is being struck,” the Pope
told those in attendance at last year’s discussion. “What is
being proposed is not marriage, it’s an association. But it’s
not marriage! It’s necessary to say these things very clearly
and we have to say it!” Pope Francis stressed. He lamented
that there are so many “new forms” of unions which are
“totally destructive and limiting the greatness of the love of
marriage.”
It appears that he is calling upon us to consider how seriously
we take this sacrament and the promises that come with it.

Orphaned no more
The Pope’s address last year also had a special message
for orphans and for children in distress. “No Christians can
call themselves orphans because they have a mother who
continues to give them life,” he said. It appears that the Holy
Father is asking us to be strong in our faith when we look upon
these young community members and instead remind them
of their Heavenly Mother’s boundless love. And the love of
their Heavenly Grandparents, St Anne & St Joachim. Together,
the family of St Anne, St Joachim and Mother Mary represent
the Heavenly Family and recourse for all Christians who might
feel alone.

God as a member of our families
Further, Pope Francis stated that in treating marriage as a
social agreement, the newly created family is removing the
most essential element, which is union with God.
If we look at St Anne & St Joachim, we can see how they held
the presence of God at the centre of their marriage. Church
tradition tells us that saints struggled with infertility and were
childless for decades. As far as social rites go, this didn’t give
them the most respectable standing in society at the time.
But they kept their faith. The story goes on to tell us that
Joachim aired his grievances to God, only to soon receive
word through an angel that he and his wife were to soon have
a child.
Two key points jumped out at me in this story: one – that St
Joachim felt comfortable having an honest conversation with
God. How often do we complain to our family and friends
when we are not happy with our lives… but do we take these

‘Disbarred’ Christians
Last year’s discussion covered the possibility of readmitting to
Communion those who have married civilly without obtaining
an annulment. The needs of poor families and outreach to
gay Catholics were also topics at the extraordinary synod in
2014. The Holy Father has, since the beginning, worked on reuniting the Church… on cementing God’s message of eternal
love. He has dismissed the call to sit upon a table of judgment
by saying “who am I to judge.” How often do we find ourselves
judging people, holding back a spirit of kinship and brotherly
love because we have decided that they are “bad”? If the Holy
Father is working towards bringing them back to the Church,
surely we can do our bit in bringing the Church to them by
showing compassion and being united with them as fellow
humans and fellow sons and daughters of God.
-

Raynah Coutinho

Parish Records - April 2015 to June 2015
BAPTISMS

FUNERALS
27th March – Annie Pinto, aged 74 years of Scheme
30th April – Frank D’Costa, aged 82 years of Scheme
3rd May – Joseph Coelho, aged 86 years of Sherly
13th May – George Noronha, aged 87 years of Rajan
22nd May – Joaquim Fernandes, aged 84 years of Rajan
9th June – Peter Fernandes, aged 99 years of Malla
13th June – Gerald Rodrigues, aged 87 of Sherly
23rd June – Verna D’Sylva, aged 81 of Scheme
1st July – Andrew Fernandes, aged 75 of Sherly
1st July – Francis Gonsalves, aged 60 of Rajan

7th April – Angel Ashlynn Fernandes, daughter of Florian
and Priya
11th April – Heeral D’Costa, daughter of Rajendra and
Ranjan Savani
11th April – Sameera Marian Kamaal, daughter of Hasan
and Clover

MARRIAGES
11th April – Nigel D’Souza and Navneet Saluja
26th April – Brandon Fernandes and Erica Rodrigues
23rd May – James Cardoz and Harshada Warwadekar
AnneMater
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VISIT TO PIUS X SEMINARY
On Wednesday, 22nd April 2015,
thirty art lovers-cum-spiritually
inclined parishioners, together
with Fr. Leon, eagerly boarded
a bus at 8:30 am for a prayerful
journey to Goregaon. The group
was a mix of the Seniors Club, the Lady Sodalists and
members of the Hope and Life, with some having their feet
in more than one organisation. Yvonne set the mood by
reading an explanation of the day’s Gospel.

structures over time retained
the site discovered as being the
burial ground of the apostle Peter,
with the present Basilica of St.
Peter standing three levels above
the original burial place of the
venerable saint. The film gave us an insight into its evolution
and the various sections of this heritage structure.
We were privileged to view sacred artifacts preserved over
the centuries which form a treasure trove of immense
wealth. However, though the Vatican contains a host of
valuables it is sustained only through the contributions
collected as entrance fee to the museum.

We rolled into the Seminary campus awed by the massive
four-storied building that moulds ordinary men into
‘other Christs’, empowering them to face the world in
their mission to spread the Word of God. The silence was
palpable although we were just a stone’s throw away
from the chaos and clutter of life. Soon breakfast was
announced and all satisfied themselves with a cup of tea
and sandwiches. Then a brief visit to the chapel where Fr.
Leon gave us a few highlights about the chapel. Fr. Warner,
curator of the Goregaon Museum, was at hand to take
over, dividing us into two groups for easy access to the
Museum and the rest of the day’s programme.

After the movie we were was taken around the museum and
given detailed explanations of the various exhibits that Fr.
Warner was able to collect, get donated and loaned to the
Museum. It was indeed interesting, for example, to view
the articles on display and learn about the circumstances
that influenced their artistic conceptions. One was able to
understand how Indian art forms translated Portuguese
and European imagery giving them an oriental flavor. Fr.
Warner has students of history from St. Xavier’s College to
assist him in collating information and offering explanations
to visitors.

The tour began with an hour-and-thirty minute National
Geographic documentary
on the INNER SECRETS OF
THE VATICAN. It captured
the history of the Vatican
built over the centuries
on a hill dedicated to
the ancient goddess
VATICA.
Subsequent

E

RECIP

FRUIT CAKE

Ingredients:
250 gms Flour
250 gms Butter
250 gms Castor Sugar
6 Eggs (separated & whites beaten
stiff)
1 tsp Baking Powder
1 tsp Vanilla Essence
100 gms Mixed fruit (of your choice)
finely cut
Rind of 1 lemon (zest)

The splendid day came to a close with tea and snacks and
our good-bye at 4:15 pm as we piled into the bus for our
return home. We owe many thanks to Felicity Rodrigues
who arranged the trip despite the harrowing time she had
getting the group together.
				~ Melville Mendonca

2. In another bowl beat the butter
and sugar. Add essence and egg
yolks and beat well till mixture
turns creamy.
3. Slowly fold in the flour and
lemon zest.
4. Lastly fold in the stiffly beaten
egg whites.
5. Pour into greased baking tin and
bake for about 45-50 minutes
in a heated oven or till skewer
inserted comes out clear.

OUR GRATEFUL THANKS
TO “THE VIRGIN OF
REVELATIONS” FOR THE
MIRACULOUS FAVOURS
GRANTED. CONTINUE
TO BLESS US ALWAYS
WITH YOUR GRACE.
~ The Alvares Family

		Ann Aguiar
Method:
1. Sift the flour with the Baking
Powder.   Mix in the finely cut
fruit.
AnneMater
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Lives of the Saints
Saint Maria Chiara
Feast Day - 8th July
Born on January 9, 1872 as Clelia Nanette in Italy, Saint Maria Chaira was known as a high-spirited, joyful,
pretty, energetic, and impulsive girl. Her parents loved her and wanted her to have a more social life. They
hoped that she would marry, but she declined and after Primary School, worked at home and took a private
vow of chastity.
At age of 18 she asked for permission to enter religious life, but her parents vehemently opposed it.
However, Barnabé, her Franciscan brother, helped her on her journey of offering herself to God and with his
help she joined the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary on January 24, 1892 and took the name of Chiara (Clare).
Chiara personified missionary joy, being generous and self-forgetful, often too hasty but always ready to
sacrifice for others.
During a crackdown on foreign missionaries in China and confronted with the bishop’s suggestion to leave because of the danger,
Chiara exclaimed: ”Monsignor, flee? No. We came to give our lives for God if needs be!” However, since the orphans, too, were in
danger, Chiara had to obey the Monsignor and accompany the group to a Christian village. But the gates of the town were already
blocked and they had to come back.
In the final trial, Chiara was the first, they say, to receive the mortal blow - perhaps her height attracted attention Was it, also that
she always went forward too quickly towards what she thought was God’s will? … Her last words were doubtless those she so often
repeated: “Onward always!”
She is one of the Martyrs of Shanxi and of China. She was beheaded on July 9, 1900 in Taiyuanfu, China and was canonized on October
1, 2000 in Rome. Her Feast day is on 8th July.

Saint Lawrence
Feast Day - 10th August
Saint Lawrence called the “Archdeacon of Rome” was one of seven deacons who were in charge of giving
help to the poor and the needy. He was born in Spain, at Huesca, a town in the Aragon region. Here he
encountered the future Pope Sixtus II, who was of Greek origin.
When eventually, both left Spain for Rome and Sixtus became the Pope in 257, he ordained St Lawrence
as a deacon. Though still young Pope Sixtus appointed him first among the seven deacons who served in
the patriarchal church. When a persecution broke out, Pope St. Sixtus was condemned to death. As he was
led to execution, Lawrence followed him weeping and saying “Father, where are you going without your
deacon?” “I am not leaving you, my son,” answered the Pope. “in three days you will follow me.” Full of
joy, Lawrence gave to the poor the rest of the money he had and even sold expensive vessels to have more
to give away.
The Prefect of Rome, a greedy pagan, thought the Church had a great fortune hidden away, so he ordered
Lawrence to bring the Church’s treasure to him. The Saint said he would, in three days. Then he went
through the city and gathered together all the poor and sick people supported by the Church. He showed
them to the Prefect, saying: “This is the Church’s treasure!”
In great anger, the Prefect condemned Lawrence to a slow, cruel death. The Saint was tied on top of an
iron grill over a slow fire that roasted his flesh little by little, but Lawrence was burning with so much love of God that he almost did
not feel the flames. In fact, God gave him so much strength and joy that he even joked. “Turn me over, I am done on this side!” And
just before he died, he said, “It is cooked enough now.” He then prayed that the city of Rome might be converted to Jesus and that the
Catholic Faith might spread all over the world. After that, he went to receive the martyr’s reward.
											-- Felicity Rodrigues
Articles, anecdotes, poems, etc. for publication in the next issue of AnneMater for the months of August - September 2015 (feast days and special
occasions during these months to be kept in mind) may be sent by e-mail to annematerbulletin@yahoo.com latest by the 15th of August 2015. The
Editorial Team reserves the right to choose what is published and to edit the matter that is chosen for publication.

AnneMater
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THE BIBLE SPEAKS ON THE FAMILY
The situation in which the family finds itself
presents positive and negative aspects: the first
are a sign of the salvation of Christ operating in the
world; the second, a sign of the refusal that man
gives to the
love of God.
Baptism brings
all
Christians
into union with
God. Your family
life is sacred
because family
relationships affirm and deepen
this union and allow the Lord to
work through you. The profound
and ordinary moments of daily life - mealtimes,
workdays, vacations, expressions of love and
intimacy, household chores, caring for a sick child
or elderly parent, and even
conflicts over things like
how to celebrate holidays,
discipline the children, or
spend money -all are the
threads from which you can
weave a pattern of holiness.

God has chosen the framework of the family to
help us understand authority and His plan in our
life. The structure of the family is vital to so many
other laws, principles and teachings in the Bible. If
it is so important, it is also important to understand
what God’s plan for the family is so that we can
understand the rest of His Word as it applies to us
today.
Do your children a favor and establish a family as
God defines it and they will grow up with a better
understanding of God and the wonderful salvation
He offers.

“These words that I am giving you today
are to be in your heart. Repeat them to your
children. Talk about them when you sit in
your house and when you walk along the
road, when you lie down and when you get
up” - (Deuteronomy 6:6-7).
				~ Neelam Ennarguti

“The
Eucharist
is not a prize for
the good, but
is strength for
the weak, for
sinners, the only
true
antidote
capable of freeing
mankind from corruption.”
					- Pope Francis

BIBLE CHALLENGE

Which Bible
character had no
parents?

If you opened the Bible in the middle,
what book would you fine?
• •Psalms••

Joshua, son of
Nun
(Joshua 1:1)

AnneMater
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Wake up the World
Year of Consecrated Life
Novena to St. Anne 2015

DAY

DATE

THEME

COMMUNITY/

GIFT OFFERED

ASSOCIATION
th

Friday

17 July

Saturday

18th July

Sunday

19th July

Monday

20th July

Tuesday

21st July

Wednesday

22nd July

Thursday

23rd July

Friday

24th July

Saturday

25th July

Sunday

26th July

Consecrated to God through our
Baptism
Consecrated to God through a special
vocation
Consecrated to God through prayer
Consecrated to God through loving
service
Consecrated to God through doing
God’s will
Consecrated to God through the
Eucharist
Consecrated to God through listening
to God’s call
Consecrated to God through keeping
His commandments
Consecrated to God through our trust
in Him
Consecrated to God ToWake up the
world

Rajan

Masoor Dal

Prithi Kunj Sisters

Cooking Oil

Scheme

Tea

Auxilium Sisters

Washing soap

Malla

Rice

Pali Hill

Sugar

Sherly

Wheat

Ambedkar Road &
Pali Pathar
All Associations

Biscuits
Bathing soap

PPC

-

Saturday, July 25th: 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
- Performance by the Priests’ Band - ‘Ambassadors of Christ’, housie and snacks
Sunday, July 26th: 6:30 p.m. onwards
- ‘Anna Family Fiesta’ – an evening of fun, games, music, dancing and dinner
MASS SCHEDULE

OTHER TIMINGS

Weekdays : 6.00 a.m., 6.45 a.m.
7.00 p.m.

Confessions		
: Every Saturday at 6.30 p.m. or on request
Baptisms		
: 2nd & 4th Saturday at 5.30 p.m.
Good News Club
: After the 8.00 a.m. Mass
(Sunday School)
Church Office 		
: 9.00 a.m. - 12.00 noon & 5.00 p.m. - 7.00 p.m.
Tel: 26481923 • E-Mail: stannechurch1950@gmail.com • Web: stannechurchbandra.org

Sundays : 6.30 a.m., 8.00 a.m.
9.15 a.m., 6.00 p.m.

PUBLISHED BY: Fr. Clement de Lima
EDITORIAL TEAM: Fr. Leon, Felicity, Marion, Neelam, & Raynah
E-MAIL: annematerbulletin@yahoo.com

