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He Comes bringing Peace, Joy, Hope and Love
…lasting treasures in a passing world
I remember a short film clip called “38 hours”. The
story is about a father and son who love each other.
The Father encourages the son on the sports field
and assures him of a secure family life. One day a
strong earthquake strikes the town and the school
building collapses. Many children are trapped under
the rubble. While some rescue workers gave up, the
father did not. The boy was so overjoyed on seeing
the father come to rescue him that he turned around
and told the survivors “I knew my father would
come to save us”

“For unto
us a child is
born, unto
us a son is
given...”
- Isaiah 9:6

Reading Isaiah 11:1-4a … Isaiah is relaying a promise from God that there will come from
the lineage of David a ruler who shall judge the poor with righteousness and with fairness.
Apparently, the current rulers of Israel and Judah were not judging with righteousness and
fairness. God’s promise constitutes a hope for the people that there will come a time of peace
with justice and a time of great joy when their current oppression will be lifted.
It is not only the people of the Old Testament that wanted peace, joy and happiness. We all
long for it. What will then bring us this lasting peace and joy? We have our places covered
with grilles, CCTV cameras, safety doors, guards and what not. Does this give us a sense of
security? We still have moments of insecurity when we hear any sound at night or walk on a
lonely street!
Jesus comes bringing peace, joy, hope and love. Obedient to the father, He is blessed with
the manifold gifts of comforting the afflicted, healing the sick, setting the captive free and
raising the dead to life. The adulterous, the Samaritan woman, Zacchaeus and others, all
found lasting happiness in Christ. They all heard God’s word and followed it. The shepherds
too, guarding their flock by night, heard the angels singing Glory to God …and on earth Peace
to people of good will.
True and lasting happiness therefore comes not from something external but from an internal
feeling of being deeply loved, and secure that the loved one will not abandon us. God loves
us and so has not abandoned us. Lasting happiness comes from the knowledge that God will
not condemn us but will show us the right path to eternal happiness and joy. Jesus did not just
offer lasting Peace, Joy, Hope and Love to the people of that time but continues to offer it to
us. All that we need to do is to accept it and surrender our lives to him.
Happy Christmas!

s

an Carlo

~ Fr.Colm

The Parish
Fathers
wish you
A Happy
and Holy
Christmas
To see photographs
& details about these and
other parish events, log
on to
stannebandra.org or check
out the Facebook page

PARISH ASSOCIATON DAY

MISSION SUNDAY
The Archdiocese
of
Bombay
celebrated
the
Mission Sunday
on 22nd October,
2017
wherein
the
Catholics
throughout the city prayed for the Missionary work of the
Church. We reflected on the message of Pope Francis which
was focused on ‘Mission at the Heart of Christian Faith’.
As part of the Mission Sunday, The Good News Club,
organised a sale of sweets and snacks after the 8.00 a.m.
and 9.15 a.m. Masses to raise funds for the Missions.
Mouth-watering delicacies were prepared by the teachers
and parents and the same was sold by the children at the
beautifully decorated “Meet and Greet Area”. The raffle
was a HIT. Kudos to the children who sold off almost all the
lists. The sale was well patronized by our parishioners and
we managed to raise a substantial amount, which included
the raffle collection, sale of snacks and cash sponsors.

During one of the PPC
meetings it was suggested that
the parish associations need
to create awareness among the parishioners about the various
activities undertaken by them. After a consultation with the heads
of various parish associations, it was decided to have Association
Day in our parish on 19th November, 2017.
The members of 10 parish associations came together, and
enthusiastically prepared posters, banners and write-ups on their
various activities and were displayed in “Greet and Meet Area”.
After Sunday Mass, the parishioners went around the various stalls
and interacted with the association heads, who answered their
questions. Besides, medals and prayer cards were also distributed.
The quiz was a novel way to create more interest in the correct
names and activities of each association rather than going by the
colloquial way they are referred to in daily conversations. The
attractive prizes kept people motivated.
The priests of the parish stressed the need to use talents and
join associations during their sermons which served as a gentle
reminder to people to wake up and not forget their responsibility
towards the parish.
Thanks to Fr Colman, Fr Savio and the members of all the parish
associations for their whole hearted support in making this event
happen.
					- Ralph Murzello

Thanks to all the children, their parents, GNC teachers,
sponsors and well-wishers for the generous support and
co-operation.
					~ Karen D’abreo

Women’s Throwball Tournament
Our Parish organized the First Women’s Open Throwball Tournament under floodlights in the school basement on
28th and 29th of October, 2017. There were 20 teams from all over Mumbai who participated in this tournament.
It was wonderful to see women from all age groups participating in the tournament. Many teams had participants
of a wide age difference with mothers and daughters playing together. The tournament was well organized by our
Parish team with excellent arrangements for the participants and audience. The first place was won by Raptors
and the runner’s up was LFS. Sincere thanks to our Parish fathers and all those who worked tirelessly to make it
a memorable event.
												-- Pinnette Reynolds
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JESUS CHRIST – AN INCOMPARABLE KING
Years ago, on the Feast of Christ, The
King, I saw people praying for hours in front
of the Blessed Sacrament and I wondered who
this King was? So, with a lot of questions in my
mind, I rushed to my mother to get some answers
and she shared that Jesus was a unique King.
He was not only a King but a servant King, a
King who loves us as we are. His wealth was his
immense love for us, a king who is not relative
to the kingship we understand. I realized that as a
Christian, I require to mirror the image of Christ
in all that I do.

and a feeling of awe embraced me. It was a feeling
of oneness wherein everyone was walking as
one family with the Lord, seeking to share His
glory and kingship. I realized that this King has
no boundaries of Love, He is infinite in mercy
and only waits to receive us, to embrace us, to
comfort us in our trials and sufferings, which
all of us are subjected to, mental, physical and
spiritual battles of life. With the current trends
of world and the distractions that are pulling
and nudging our families away from Christ;
are we willing to hold on tight to the grace that flows from
His Kingship and His Sacred Heart to inherit the Kingdom
which He has promised? “They will make war on the Lamb,

Recently, as an ordained Priest, during the feast day
of Christ, The King, when I held the Blessed Sacrament and

and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and
King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and
faithful.” Rev 17:14.

took Our Lord through the streets of Bandra in procession, I
saw people flocking from all spheres, praying and worshiping
the Lord with hymns of praise. This brought me tears of joy

					~ Fr. Savio D’Souza

DEVOTION OF THE HOLY ROSARY AT THE MALLA CROSS

Our Rosary devotion this October
assumed even more significance,
since the Church was celebrating 100
years of the apparition of our Blessed
Mother at Fatima. The members of
Malla Community showed their love
and gratitude to Our Lady by being
present at the Malla Cross after the
evening Mass. Every day, the Cross
was lit up and decorated with flowers
and garlands. Arrangements were
made for the elderly to be seated

comfortably during the Rosary.

Hymns to Our Lady were sung before and at the end
of the Rosary recitation. Each evening the Rosary
was dedicated for the needs of the Church, country,
community, the world, the sick, old and housebound,
deceased members, etc through meaningful
intercessory prayers.
The Rosary devotion was a memorable spiritual
experience and we implore our Blessed Mother, to be
with us, bless us and enable our community prayer and
spirit to grow stronger and stronger.
				--Bernard Fernandes

THE WALKING PILGRIMAGE TO THE BASILICA OF MOUNT MARY
This year our annual walking pilgrimage to the Mount
Mary’s Basilica was held on Saturday, 4th November,
2017. Around 200 parishioners set out on foot along
with colourful banners, reciting the Marian Rosary
and singing hymns dedicated to our beloved Mother
Mary and Lord Jesus Christ. The procession began at
7.00am at the footsteps of St. Anne Church, in front of
the Grotto of our Lady of Lourdes, with a short prayer
by our Parish Priest, Fr. Colman and then headed to the
Mount via Kantwadi, Chimbai, St. Andrew’s Church, Hill Road
and Mehboob Studio. The walking entourage reached the
AnneMater

Mount well before 8.30am and were joined by many
parishioners who had come to the Basilica directly.
Holy Mass was celebrated in thanksgiving by Fathers
Colman, Roque and Savio for all favours received and
seeking blessings for the year ahead. After Mass,
parishioners of St. Anne Church were delighted to
have a surprise visit from His Lordship, Bishop John
Rodrigues, who actively interacted with everyone
and blessed them. It was indeed an awesome experience - a
journey of faith which concluded with showers of blessings
from Mother Mary and her beloved son Christ Jesus.
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Christmas - A Peaceful Sign of A Promising Tomorrow!
Christmas is an annual festival commemorating the birth of
Jesus Christ, observed most commonly on December 25th as
a religious and cultural celebration among billions of people
around the world. It is an occasion celebrated when the air is
cold but the spirit in our hearts warm. Christmas is a joyful
event as we see people from several parts of the world wishing
each other in an attitude of gratitude and cheer, leaving their
past hurts behind and beginning afresh.

we have faced, but in faith we should celebrate a Christmas
that will be cherished.
The Bible promises us three great things! It guarantees us grace,
provision and the treasure of eternal life. In 2 Corinthians 12:9,
God has promised that His grace is sufficient for us. Through
His grace, we are enabled to endure the sufferings which are
added onto the crosses upon the backs of people because it is
Jesus who means strength. As read in Philippians 4:19 ‘’But
my God shall supply all your needs according to his riches
in glory by Jesus Christ’’ that implies we do not have to be
worried about food, clothing, shelter and companionship and
if we make obedience a priority, we will have eternal life as
promised in John 10:27-28.

We have been witnesses to grave incidents in the year 2017
which has brought pain, confusion, sorrow and violence. The
Blue Whale Challenge was an insane game that put humanity
at risk, as included in the UNHCR, discovered the worst
refugee crisis noted in history, it has been recorded that each
minute 24 people are continuously displaced. But, what is
equally as frightening are depression and anxiety that steals
peace from the minds of people and places fear in their hearts,
physically paralyzing them to live their lives without hope
for a bright future. On 25th February 2017, the Times of India
released a report about WHO which tells us that in India,
7.5% citizens suffer either major and minor cases of mental
disorders.

Thus, we must trust in Him who is in control of time and
who is the key to restoration. We should allow the message
of recognizing Jesus Christ in our fellow brethren to seep into
the depths of our hearts so that we can remind them that it is
HE who is our light.
Merry Christmas, everyone!
~ Anushka Dutt

It is for these reasons that the earth needs Jesus Christ, who is
the saviour of the world and the rightful hero of Christmas. He
paid the highest price with his death on the cross at Calvary
to save human beings from the consequences of sins and it is
him that brought healing to the world through his stripes and
blood. We should not be discouraged with the problems which

h t t p : / / w w w. u n h c r. o rg / n e w s / l a t e s t / 2 0 1 6 / 6 / 5 7 6 3 b 6 5 a 4 /
global-forced-displacement-hits-record-high.html
https://m.timesofindia.com/india/7-5-indians-suffer-from-mentaldisorders-who-report/articleshow/57344807.cms

Parish Records - October 2017 to December 2017
BAPTISMS
22nd October, 2017 – Judith Fonseca, Daughter of Dr. Nigel
Ewalds and Sonia.
05th November, 2017 – Alexis Fernandes, Daughter of Elton
and Carmel Ann
18th November, 2017 – Aditya De Souza, Son of Vikram
Augustine and Vienna
18th November, 2017 – Caitlyn Anne Sequeria, Daughter of Carl
Savio and Cloreisha Treval Matilda
03rd December, 2017 – Raisa Elika Nana, Daughter of Roumayne
17th December, 2017 – Andre and Alan Pereira, Sons of Ashley
Joseph Savio and Ancilla Mary
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MARRIAGES
07th October, 2017 – Lennon Joaquim Francis Fernandes and
Colleen Fernandes
25th November, 2017 – Avelon Royston D’Souza and Carolina
Ann Fernandes
FUNERALS
07th October, 2017 – Cyril Rodrigues, aged 59 years of Malla
14th October, 2017 – James Manuel Fernandes, aged 57 years
of Rajan.
24th October, 2017 – Regina Rosy Dias, aged 76 years of Rajan
07th November, 2017 – Rita Bapu Khotu, aged 64 years of
Malla
20th November, 2017 – Mary Joan Fernandes, aged 85 years of
Pali Hill
13th December, 2017 – Felicia D’Silva, aged 72 years of Sherly

4

Nov-Dec 2017

Christmas is a celebration
of an eternally happy event
How to have a Blessed Christmas?
in which Mary becomes the
bearer of God’s gift to man.
Our joy is reflected in this wonderful event, but we are confused about how to celebrate it. Material priorities take
precedence over our other considerations. Being part of this, our pilgrim centre is Crawford market, a trend followed
by most of us. However, this year our purchases will be sober. Our families are aware that we are being squeezed with
the GST, demonetization and other restrictive financial curbs. But, again, we need to remember that our focus should
be on the true meaning of Christmas. Let us look deeply into the eyes of the beautiful babe of Bethlehem – the King of
Kings, our Saviour, born in a manger, with humility, love, joy, peace and happiness and share these amazing gifts with
our family, friends and neighbours and bring CHRIST back into CHRISTmas.
Have a Blessed Christmas!

Blessed Laura Vicuña – Patron of Abuse Victims
Blessed Laura Vicuña was born in
Chile in 1891 to Chilean aristocrats; Laura’s
father was a soldier at the time of the
outbreak of civil war. Shortly before Laura’s
third birthday and after the birth of her baby
sister Julia, Senor Vicuna died, leaving his
widow to care for the children. Her mother,
Mercedes, went to Argentina with her two
daughters where she hoped to work as a cook
and laundry woman. She took up a job in the Quilquihué
Hostel owned by Manuel Mora who promised to pay
for Laura’s education if Laura’s mother would live as his
mistress. Laura attended the boarding school, and with
the care of the nuns, began to take a deep interest in the
Catholic faith. When she made her First Holy Communion
on 2nd June 1901, she expressed her vocation of love
towards God, her desire to serve the poor and needy, and
also to die sinless.

to be spared the life her mother was leading,
and offered her own life in exchange if her
mother could escape from it.
Although Laura was too young to
join the Salesians, she asked her confessor
for permission to join the Order and because
he was convinced of her true call, he
permitted it. She joined the Sodality of the
Children of Mary on 8th December 1901.
In late 1903, Laura became severely ill and returned to
her mother. On 14th January 1904, in a drunken rage,
Mora beat Laura unconscious. Although she recovered
consciousness, young Laura Vicuna was dying of severe
internal injuries. Her mother and the Salesian sisters stood
by her bedside, praying and keeping watch with her. It was
time to tell her secret. As her mother leaned close, Laura
whispered, “Mama, I’m dying, but I’m happy to offer my
life for you. I asked Our Lord for this.”

However, when Laura returned home for the
Christmas holidays, Manuel Mora beat her when she
refused his advances. His attempts to dissuade her from
becoming a nun forced her to flee the house to avoid
him. Even when he stopped paying for her education, she
held on to her desire to become a nun. When the nuns
at her school learned about her situation, they gave her a
scholarship. Although she was grateful to her teachers, she
was still worried about her mother’s situation.  She prayed

When Mercedes learned of her daughter’s offer
to die for her, she fell to her knees sobbing and begging for
Laura’s as well as God’s forgiveness.   Laura’s mother left
Mora and returned to the Church and began her life again.
The feast day of Blessed Laura, Patron of Abuse Victims is
celebrated on 22nd January of every year.
Blessed Laura Vicuña, Pray for us!’
-- Felicity Rodrigues

Articles, anecdotes, poems, etc. for publication in the next issue of AnneMater for the months of Jan-Feb-Mar 2018 (feast days and special occasions
during these months to be kept in mind) may be sent by e-mail to annematerbulletin@yahoo.com latest by the 5th of Feb 2018. The Editorial Team
reserves the right to choose what is published and to edit the matter that is chosen for publication.
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CHILDREN’S DAY – MALLA COMMUNITY
Children’s Day was celebrated on 14th November, 2017 in Malla Community. There were lot of activities
like games, creativity, music, fun and laughter. We had nearly 12 kids who participated in the Children’s
Day Programme. It was a remarkable evening of fun and fellowship with snacks, cold drinks and take
away goodies. Some of the parents too participated along with their kids. Thanks to each and every one
who helped to organise the Children’s Day Programme in our community. It was indeed a memorable
evening.
										~ Annie Kably

FEAR, FAITH AND FREEDOM
Recently, St Anne’s Family Cell organised a lively
interactive session on ‘Fear, Faith and Freedom” for
teens, youth and parents. The session began with a
prayer and the participants were told about the practical

to build their confidence to overcome fear in various
spheres of their personal life.
At the end, I would like to say that similar
interactive sessions should be organized in near future

issues of life and how we helplessly deal with situations.

too, so that the parishioners would get an opportunity to
learn new techniques to face the challenges, that would
enable them to create an atmosphere of love, joy, peace
in relationships thus building vibrant families and vibrant
church.

Apart from this, a game was conducted to
highlight the experience of the fear factor and its
reactions for both youth and adults. The sharing and
interaction during the session helped the participants

				-- Ida Fereira

“COME WITH US TO FATIMA”
To commemorate the Centenary of the
Apparitions of Our Lady at Fatima, the Ladies
Sodality of our parish presented a unique halfhour Audio-Visual experience entitled “Come
With Us To Fatima”, on Saturday 14thOctober,
2017 in St. Anne’s Church.

world today and the many natural calamities
threatening our planet, along with the
frightening thought as to whether Our Blessed
Mother could be saying again to us today, a
hundred years later, “ I am afraid that I can no
longer restrain the hand of my Divine Son from
striking the world with just punishment for its
many crimes, for He is grievously offended by
the sins of mankind.”

The experience began with the audience being
taken on a fantasy flight from Mumbai to
Lisbon in Portugal and then on a quick tour
of the Basilica, including the Basilica grounds,
the main Basilica of Our Lady of Fatima, the
Little Chapel of the Apparitions and the solemn
Torch light Procession held every night with
the statue of Our Lady.

The entire experience was accompanied by
meaningful commentaries, well-chosen music,
striking audio-visuals including a powerful videoclipping of the ‘Miracle of the Sun’ seen during
the sixth apparition.

Then followed the enactment of the 6 Apparitions that
occurred between May and October 1917 enacted alive by
our multi-talented parishioners. The final apparition was
of Our Lady to Lucia in 1925, when she urged devotion to
her Immaculate Heart through the practice of the Five First
Saturdays devotion.

Fr.Colman, our Parish Priest and Spiritual Director of the Ladies
Sodality, warmly thanked the cast for their commendable
effort. It was the Sodality’s effort to promote the recitation of
the daily rosary in our homes and the practice of the powerful
Five First Saturdays Devotion to Our Blessed Mother. “Come
With Us to Fatima” was truly, an experience to remember!!

The experience concluded with a reflection on our present
times…the sin, the violence, the crime and bloodshed in the

					~ Dr. Elaine Charles
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A Messiah In Our Mess
One Christmas eve, I was at Mass with my family. When we
got back home that night, after the Mass, we
placed the statue of baby Jesus into the nativity
scene. That started me thinking a little bit more
about what Christmas and Advent were all
about.
See, the nativity scene is sort of messy. Looking
at it, I was always a little confused. Why does
this barn have only three walls? What is with
the animals? Who are those three king-looking
dudes and what are they holding? The whole
thing made no sense to me. Why would Jesus
want to be there? It is not fit for a King.

He is not afraid of what is hidden in the dark, whether it is
the chaos or brokenness in our hearts. This
Christmas, the Light of the World is coming
crashing in to our darkness. We do not need to
be ashamed of what He will find there. He is
coming with His power and His healing. He is
coming with love!
When I let Jesus into that part of my heart,
He really turns things around. I have so many
wounds that keep festering since I keep them in
the dark for so long. He helps me with answers
for a lot of questions and also to come to terms
with the ones that just might never be answered.
He helps me love selflessly and shows me how
to receive love again without fear.

Then it made me realize that this is exactly
where Jesus wants to be! Right in our mess
Most scholars agree that Jesus was actually born in a cave,
not a stable. It got me thinking… is there anywhere on Earth
darker than a cave?
What a beautiful message Jesus is giving us. He is like, “HEY!
I want to be born into the darkest place you have got. What is
the place in your heart where you have not let light shine
in a really long time? That is where I want to be.”
See, unlike me and most of us, Jesus is not afraid of the dark.

Jesus did not come to blame me for my mess. I have done
plenty of that. He came to pick up the pieces and make
something beautiful.
So my encouragement to you this Advent is to continue to
make room for Jesus. Find the places in your heart and life
that you may have kept out of the light for a while. The places
you are ashamed of. Let Jesus in because it is exactly where
He wants to be born into this Christmas. He is not afraid of
the dark!
				~ Neelam Ennargurti

VACATION BIBLE JOY

The VBJ (Vacation Bible Joy)
classes commenced on the 16th of
October, 2017. It was a six-day Bible
study course for children. The theme
chosen was “The Ten Commandments
that set us free.” The day would begin
with a common assembly followed by
quiz, crosswords, games, sessions and
other activities for all the classes. The VBJ was a great way to
learn the Bible, not only the stories, but by seeing how it is
relevant in our modern days.

we have done the latter. I would wake
up so sleepy that I would tell my mom
that I would not want to go but once I
was there, I would take my words back.
It taught me to interact with others and
to appreciate the service of others. It
taught me to have reason in my faith
and not to just blindly believe it. It was
a great way to learn the commandments better and spend
our time constructively. At the end, I would like to thank
Fr. Colman, Fr.Savio, Br.Keith , Br.Nelson, all volunteers and

We often think that knowing the Bible well is
knowing a vast portion of it well, not knowing how well it
applies to our day to day lives and I must say that at VBJ,

sponsors for making VBJ a very enjoyable and memorable
experience.
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Carols By Candlelight

MASS SCHEDULE

OTHER TIMINGS

Weekdays : 6.00 a.m., 6.45 a.m.
7.00 p.m.

Confessions		
: Every Saturday at 6.30 p.m. or on request
Baptisms		
: 1st Sundays at 9:15 a.m. Mass & 3rd Saturdays at 5.30 p.m.
Good News Club
: After the 8.00 a.m. Mass
(Sunday School)
Church Office 		
: 9.00 a.m. - 12.00 noon & 5.00 p.m. - 7.00 p.m.
Tel: 26481923 • E-Mail: stannechurch1950@gmail.com • Web: stannechurchbandra.org

Sundays : 6.30 a.m., 8.00 a.m.
9.15 a.m., 6.00 p.m.
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